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TOP TIPS ON WEARING A KILT 
 

1. Put your socks on first; make sure ribs on socks are running vertical 
and not twisted. Top of socks should be parallel and same length. Put 
the garter flashes on socks to the outside of your leg, making sure 
there is a three to four inch gap between the top of the socks and 
bottom of the kilt. About one inch below the knee is an ideal resting 
point for the top of your socks. 
 

2. Put your sgian dubh down the right leg of your sock. If you are left 
handed it can be worn down your left leg.  

 
3. Put your ghillie brogue shoes on, twist the laces three to four 

times and take round back of the calf. Return them to the 
front of your shin about 2/3 of the way up and tie in a 
normal bow quite firmly and show to the front or side as 
preferred. If you find the laces are constantly slipping down 
and becoming loose then wrap them lower down your leg or 
round your ankle a couple of times. 
 

4. Put on your shirt making sure any creases are ironed out, and put your 
cufflinks on.  
 

5. Make sure the kilt pin is on the front apron only, on the fringed side of 
your kilt about two inches from the bottom and side of the fringe.  

 
6. Put your kilt on making sure it is a good fit and it sits well up 

(about one and a half inches above the hip bone). Then look at the 
front apron and make sure the centre line is down the middle of the 
kilt so it is well balanced with pleats to the back. When looking in 
the mirror the kilt should be in an A shape with the sides well 
balanced. 
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7. Clip the chain strap onto the sporran, then put the chain strap 

through the kilt belt loops and fasten your sporran at the back of 

the kilt. Make sure the sporran is centred to front apron as shown 

by the arrow positioned in the image (right), positioned about four 

to five inches below the top of the kilt. You can rest the chain 

strap on top of the kilt buckles if you wish. This will secure the 

sporran a bit better. 

 

8. Then put the belt and buckle on covering the chain strap. We recommend jacket 

wearing a belt as if you remove your jacket and waistcoat during an event the outfit will 

look bare, so we include a belt with all our hires. Check that the belt buckle is about one 

to two inches above the sporran. 

 

9. Put on your waistcoat, then jacket. Make sure the jacket is fitting square 

on, with the waistcoat buttons, tie, sporran, buckle and kilt centre line all 

straight up and down. If driving to a venue, we advise that you hang the 

jacket up in the back and put it on when you get out the car. Try not to 

drive with your jacket on as it may crease.  

 

10. If you are wearing a shoulder plaid, fasten under your left hand jacket 

lapel and fasten with plaid brooch onto jacket only.  

 

11. Finally put on your tie, bow, ruche or standard tie. 

 

12. For further information on tartans as well as advice on what to wear 

and how to wear it please view our helpful video clips at www.kiltmakers.com/tv/ 

13. To download our brochures and view our buy range please visit www.kiltmakers.com to 

view our hire range go to www.kiltsforhire.com for any further information or help feel 

free to contact us by phone +44 141 889 4879 
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