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Important Information on Kilt Hire 

At  Houston’s  we  have  the  largest  and  best  range  for  hire  in  the west of Scotland, 

with over 130 tartans, 20 styles of super lightweight jackets with three different 

button options and over 100 ruche tie colours. We have designed the exclusive Bute 

Heather collection of tartans. These tartans reflect the colours and moods of the Isle 

of Bute. Furthermore, these tartans cleverly coordinate with modern wedding 

colours, creating a WOW factor on your special day. 

Our customers are our top priority and we are on hand to assist you with our 

knowledge and expertise. Visit www.kiltmakers.com to download our hire and buy 

brochures and view our videos online for everything you need to know; from how to 

put on your highland wear to our wide range of products and accessories. 

In our own range of tartans we have, ruches, ties, garter flashes, ribbons, button 

holes, ladies garters, ring cushions, hand ties, place mats, table covers and 

handbags available for purchase. These tartans can be incorporated into invitations 

and also our light weight tartan and silk can be 

used for wedding dresses and bridesmaid 

trimmings. We work with Joyce Young who 

designs tartan inspired outfits for brides, 

mothers of the bride and groom and also 

bridesmaids. These outfits are created to 

coordinate with the grooms kilt and can be 

viewed online at 

www.joyceyoungcollections.co.uk. 
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Starting the hire process 

We recommend that the groom along with his fiancé start to look 6 – 8 months 

before their wedding, and if possible start by picking the tartan so that the rest of the 

event can be colour coordinated around it. We 

find that the majority of top bridal designers 

recommend this too. If you have a colour 

theme it is useful to bring a small swatch of 

the fabric into the shop when picking your 

outfit.  

 

 

Look at various tartan ranges, kilts, styles of jackets, different button options 
and ruche tie colours.   

           
Jacket Colours                   Button Options 

The best weight of kilt to rent is a 16 or 17 ounce heavy weight (preferably stain 

proofed) with the full 8 yards of cloth as these kilts sit and swing better. Heavy weight 

kilts look a million dollars and are NOT any warmer than a 13 oz medium weight kilt 

as many may believe. Heat is actually generated from wearing your jacket as it 

covers most of your body. 

We also stock some 13 ounce medium weight tartans for hire as that is the only 

weight particular tartans are available in. 
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Get the full range and level of service explained to you 

 It is important to ask questions, for example: 

 Do all hires include the full outfit such as shirt, tie, 
socks etc? 

Note: Some hire shops do not include shirt, socks, 

waistcoat, etc)  

The answer is yes. At Houston’s everything is included 

in your hire, the  only  item  we  don’t  hire  are  button  holes  

which are available to buy. Full hire outfits include: 

jacket, waistcoat, shirt, tie, cufflinks, kilt, belt and 

buckle, sporran & chain, kilt, kilt pin, socks, shoes, 

flashes and sgian dubh. The hire comes complete in a 

suit carrier and each hire weighs approximately 6kg.  

How long before the function date should you order? 

 At  Houston’s  we recommend ordering 6 months prior to the 

event so all orders are reserved and can be coordinated 

appropriately. 

Note: We can do late and same day hires but, you may not get 

exactly what you are looking for. 

How many days before the wedding do I collect the hire 
outfits? 

At  Houston’s, for a Saturday function all hires are ready to 

collect on Thursday after 3:00pm. For functions taking place on 

a Friday outfits will be available to collect after 3:00pm on 

Wednesday. 
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Customers can try their kilt hires on in the shop and if assistance is needed our 

highly trained staff will be more than happy to help whilst the majority of kilt shops 

will leave you to it. Alternatively you can take the hire home to try; we always 

recommend you try your full outfit on at home just in case you need any item 

changed or fine tuned. 

What is you exchange policy if items don't fit? 

At Houston's we have all stock available in our store for fast change over’s.  Many 

hire companies use wholesalers and so do not have any products in store, which will 

involve making a few more trips to their shop.  

Note: we do not charge any change over fees 

How easy it is to collect hires, especially if you are collecting more than 6 kilt 
hires? 

 

We have parking at the side of our shop and traffic wardens allow you to collect & 

drop off at the front of the shop, with 10 to 15 minutes parking allowance on the 

single yellow line. There is also a large multi storey car park round the corner in 

Storie Street; just a 2 minute walk from the shop. Disabled parking is also allowed at 

the front of the shop with free car parking on Saturdays (on street only). 
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Special Offers 

Always ask if there are any special offers or discounts available. Some hire 

companies will discount items because the tartan range is old making it is harder to 

hire them. They will not discount their new tartans as they don't need to, or have 

special restrictions 

At Houston’s we discount around 25 tartans which include some of our older tartans 

along with a good range of our new ones. All the tartans in our Bute Heather 

collection are discounted. We also provide a group booking offer; if you hire 5 
outfits for a wedding the 6th for the groom (the most expensive) outfit is FREE. 
This group booking offer is also valid for all other events. 

Quality  

It is important to look at the quality of hire stock and ask how old it is. It is also 

beneficial to inquire as to the value of your selected kilt pack rental by asking its 

retail price. This will give you a better idea of quality of hire stock on offer to you. 

At Houston's we design new tartans to coordinate  with  today’s  colour  pallet  and  to 

further coordinate with fashionable colours as some traditional tartans do not. We 

also bring new tartans out every season. 

We invest in new products constantly, and our hire stock is always fresh, well 

maintained and fairly new. Our hire outfits have a retail value of about £1200, as 

opposed to most hire shops which offer highland wear of a value of around£600 per 

outfit. So at Houston's you get a hire product which is of a much higher quality and 

value. 

 

 

 



7 | P a g e  
© Houston Traditional Kiltmakers 2013 

The 4 Most Important Points When Hiring a Kilt 

 

1. KILT: Best with a full 8 yard 16oz heavy weight kilt, as it sits, swings, hangs and 

looks a million times better than a 13oz medium weight kilt and it is not any 
warmer. It is preferable to have a stain proofed kilt which is also beer proof. 

2. JACKET: Houston’s  have  a  super  light  weight  well  cut  comfortable  range  of  

jackets compared to most jackets which are bulky, heavy, boxy and not very 

comfortable to wear.  

3. SPORRANS: Seal skin, racoon, nutra, mink or grey fox are the best looking and 

wearing sporrans compared to most hire shops which are now having to use bovine 

pony or rabbit which are not great 

looking. 

4. ASK ABOUT THE AGE OF 
HIRE STOCK:  

You should always inquire as to 

how old the stock you are being 

offered for hire is. It is important 

that a hire shop provides you with 

an outfit that is well maintained 

and in good condition and not old 

and worn. 
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Weight and Styles of Jackets 

 

      Sherrifmuir        Prince Charlie      Argyll      Braemar 

The weight of the jacket fabric is a very important thing to consider, as you will be 

wearing it for at least 6 hours. 

We are the only kilt shop who hires out 10 ounce, super light weight, super fine, 

and all wool jackets. The jackets are a fantastic cut and very comfortable to wear. 

They fit like a glove and are so light weight you barely feel the jacket on! The jackets 

come with Celtic shiny, antique and black button options. This is one of the most 

important things to be considered and should be looked at after selecting your tartan. 

Most rental shops hire 16 ounce or heavier jackets, which are too heavy and 

uncomfortable for wearing, not to mention the heat they will build up. 

 

 

Button Options 
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Sporrans 

 

 

Sporrans are the third most important item with your hire as they finish off your attire 

and make it look outstanding. Seal skin is the most popular and aesthetically 

pleasing material used for sporrans however; in 2010 the EU introduced a seal skin 

ban. We have stock piled many years of high quality seal skin sporrans which look a 

million dollars and are the best in comparison to the alternative pony, rabbit or 

bovine sporran which are widely used by other hire shops. At Houston's when we run 

out of high quality seal skin sporrans we will replace with raccoon ,mink and other 

high quality furs. We hire approximately 10 different designs and colours of sporrans. 
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Cleaning of Hires 

All of our hires are professionally cleaned.  Our  Bute  Heather  and  Houston’s own 

range tartans are the best kilts to rent as they are 16oz heavy weight stain proofed 

kilts which look and hang a lot better that 13oz or 11oz. 

 

 

Houston’s  Stain  Proof  Coating 
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New Service 

   

  

We have introduced a new service where, if you wish a new shirt & pair of socks, this 

can be added to your hire from a £10 upgrade for hire. If you wish to keep your new 

shirt and socks, prices for this upgrade start at £30. We recommend this on black 

shirts especially for the groom or dads. 
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Children’s Hires 

    

We  hire  children’s  outfits from 6 months old. We measure children at the same time 

as the adults, and then re measure 2 weeks before the function as kids will often 

grow taller in between fittings.  Children can hire almost the exact same outfit as the 

adults. Children’s sizes start from 16”  waist  and  18”  jacket. Shoe sizes start from a 

baby size 4. We have an in house seamstress who will do any alterations to the outfit 

such as shortening sleeves and kilts.  

Houston’s  hire  everything you  need,  where  some  kilt  shops  don’t  hire  shirts,  socks,  

shoes, waistcoats or ruches. 
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Measurements and Fittings 

Out sizes Available to Hire 

On  selected  outfits  we  hire  up  to  a  62”  waist  and  62”  chest.  We  hire  the  prince  

Charlie and Argyll/Braemar jackets up to a size 62L and grey tweed jackets up to a 

56L. We hire up to shoe size 15 and collar size up to  23”.  Jacobite  shirt  sizes  are  

available up to 4XL and we hire some extra long 

fitting jackets and kilts.  

Deposit and ID 

We secure a £5 deposit per hire which is non 

refundable (many hire shops will ask for a 25% to 

50% secured deposit at the time of booking which is 

non refundable). You can place deposits down for 

your full party before they come to get measured. 

We normally recommend booking 6 months before a 

function if it is a larger party however; we do take 

bookings 1 to 2 years in advance. 

For proof of ID we take you credit card or switch card 

details. We do not charge anything to the card it is 

just for security. 

  Mock fit on 

Once you have selected the outfit you would like to 

hire, customers are welcome to have mock fit on. We 

try the jacket, waistcoat, mock shirt, tie and front 

apron of a kilt. You can take pictures so you can see 

what you look like and we offer free tartan samples 

to take away and keep as this will help to coordinate with dress colours.  
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 Wedding Party Measurements 

 Once you have selected the outfit you would like to hire for your wedding party then 

we recommend taking a  list  of  everybody’s  name, their position in the wedding party 

and the exact specifications. 

Some wedding parties bring everybody in at the same time to get measured. 

However sometimes this can be difficult with work and family commitments.  If 

somebody can’t make it in the same day as the groom they are welcome to come 

into the shop anytime on their own for a fitting.  All  they  need  to  know  is  the  groom’s  

full name and the function date. We recommend you get the Best Man involved in 

bringing in the wedding party for their fitting as it is part of his job. 
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Final Useful information 

We find that once customers have hired their outfits from us they generally come 

back because of the quality of outfit and service. If you need to hire from us again 

and you can’t  make  it  into  the  shop  then  just  phone  us  up  and  give  us  your  full  name  

and the last date that you hired from us. We keep 3 years of hire records in the shop. 

We can make the hire up and have it 

ready for your new upcoming function. 

Hire a kilt in any tartan 

We offer a service called a hire and buy. 

If you buy a kilt over £300 then you get 

the rest of the outfit (jacket, waistcoat, 

shirt, tie, sporran, belt, socks, shoes, 

flashes etc) as a courtesy hire to the 

value of £80 free of charge.  

Please note: Houston’s  are  the  only  kilt  
shop where you can physically see every 

tartan. View the full range online at 

www.kiltmakers.com  

Buying a Kilt Pack and Cash Back 
Offer 

We also offer cash back on hires. If you wish to buy a 

full outfit over the value of £600 you will get a free 

shirt and tie to the value of £50 and £50 cash back if 

you have hired from us in the last 4 weeks. Or if you 

come into collect your hire and wish to buy, then we 

will give you a hire up to the value of £145 free of 

charge and you just use the payment as a deposit for 

a made to measure outfit.  
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Customer Comments 

Returning hire customers have commented that they have had a great time at their 

events, and that all Houston kilt hire looked a million dollars. We are always eager to 

hear how you got on! Many companies take no interest in your experience and are 

often  met  with  customer  complaints.  So  hire  with  confidence  at  Houston’s,  probably  

the best highland outfitter in the world. 
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Hire with Confidence from Houston Kiltmakers 

Houston’s  are  founder  members  of  the  Scottish  Dress  Hire  Association  which  was  

founded in 1994 to ensure customer satisfaction and peace of mind. Let us create 

the perfect look for your wedding by offering you the largest and best range of 

highland wear in Scotland. Come and view our exclusive Highlandwear Range giving 

you something a little bit different for your special day, at competitive prices, with no 

hidden  extras.  Houston’s  has  the  facility  to  match  any  name  to any tartan with our 

name search facility and can offer tartan swatches to help coordinate with the brides 

and bridesmaids dresses. Courteous experienced staff will serve and advise you on 

the correct outfit for your special day, with first class service guaranteed.  Houston’s  

don’t  claim  to  be  the  cheapest  for  hiring.  However;;  we  do  consider  ourselves  to  be  

one of the best, offering customers one of the largest ranges available with first class 

customer service that is second to none. Surely it is worth that little bit extra for 
your special day. 
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Opening Hours 

We are open Monday to Saturday 9:00am till 5:30pm. Late night appointments are 

available Monday and Thursday until 6:00pm by appointment only. Please call for an 

appointment on 0141 889 4879. We advise booking appointments for Saturday in 

particular as it is our busiest day. We only open Sunday’s  pre  Christmas by 

appointment only. 
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Kilt Etiquette 

 

One question we constantly get asked is: who is entitled to wear a kilt? Is it only for 
Scots or people with Scottish ancestors? 

 

Answer: Anybody can wear a kilt! 

Almost every country in the world has got some sort of tartan link.  

In England you have Cornish, Northumberland and Manx (Isle of Man) tartans. 

The Irish tartans consist of county tartans such as Ulster, Co. Mayo, Galway and 
Kildare and the Irish national tartan. We also have lots of Welsh tartans. 

Over the past 400 years Scots have travelled the world reaching every corner of the 
globe. They have fulfilled a rich diversity of trades and professions including traders, 
missionaries, engineers, doctors, teachers, naturalists and inventors to name only a 
few. 

Within Europe many French, Spanish, Italian and German families have Celtic roots 
and are often of Scottish decent; whilst further afield there is a strong Scottish 
connection within America, Canada, New Zealand, Australia and Russia.  

We export to every country in the world from the United States to the Falkland Isles.  
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Tartan 

What tartan can I wear? 

Most customers will choose a clan tartan based on a family name. This could be 

either  a  person’s  own  surname  or  that  of  a  parent  or  grandparent.  However;;  you  can  

wear any tartan for any occasion. 

Traditionally hunting, ancient and weathered tartans were worn with tweeds and day 

jackets for outdoor functions, hunting and highland games. Dress and modern 

tartans were worn with formal functions and black tie dinners. 

 

Variations of MacDonald Tartan 

     

         Modern                Ancient             Weathered/muted   Hunting              Dress 

 

Nowadays people tend to choose tartan for its aesthetic value, a family or clan 

connection; or to coordinate with wedding colours. 
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Bute Tartan Range 

     

       Ancient Bute        Modern Bute                    Autumn Bute                  Grey Bute 

    

       Black Bute         Midnight Bute         Midnight Bute        Weathered Bute 

    

      Glencallum Bute          Straad Bute      Scottish Heather           St Mirren 

 

If you do not have family or clan tartan to choose from you can choose a tartan that anyone 

can wear. You can choose from a range of national tartan such as Scottish National or 

American National. Often over the years one has heard people explaining they have the right 

or that they are entitled to wear this or that tartan.... in fact no such right, in any legal sense, 

exists for them or anyone else ....the only considerations which govern the wearing of a 

particular set are usage and good taste (quote from Scottish Tartans Authority director Brian 

Wilton). Nowadays people tend to choose a tartan to coordinate with wedding or colours or 

purely for its aesthetic value. Greys in particular are currently in vogue and very popular 

amongst  kilt  buyers.  Pictured  above  is  Houston’s  own  Bute  Heather Tartan Designs which 

are predominantly woven in greys, purples and blues. There are only a few hundred tartans 

that are privately owned and require permission to be worn.  
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Weights of tartans 

 

19 oz kilts are generally for regimental wear but are available in around six tartans. 

 

16 oz/17oz kilts are the largest range available with a choice of around 14,000 

tartans. Heavy weight kilts are the best as the kilt sits and swings better. Heavy 

weight tartans can also be Teflon coated making them stain proof. Contrary to 

popular belief, heavy weight kilts are not any warmer than medium or lightweight 

kilts. It is in fact the top half of your outfit such as your jacket and waistcoat that 

generate heat. The majority  of  jackets  are  heavy  weight  however;;  Houston’s  have  

perfected their own super light weight jacket which has a great cut and comfortable 

fit.  

 

13oz Medium weight kilts are normally produced for Irish and Welsh national tartans. 

Medium weight kilts come in a choice of around 1000 tartans 

 

11oz light  weight  cloth  would  normally  be  woven  for  ladies  skirts,  gents’  trousers  and  

waistcoats,  children’s  kilts,  children’s  trousers  and  ties.  Kilts  do  not  have  a  hem  

around the bottom of the garment however; children’s  kilts  can  be  cut  for  growth.  A  

hem of around 2 to 3 inches will be added, and can then be let down when the child 

grows a bit taller. 

 

8 oz fabric is used to make coordinating ties or bow ties and also ladies dresses. 

 

Wool, like the 11oz lightweight  cloth  can  be  used  for  ladies  and  gents’  trousers  and  

waistcoats. 
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Silk is available in 80 tartans and can be used to make ties, bow ties, waistcoats and 

ladies dresses.  

 

Cotton and Poly Cotton can used to make napkins and shirts.  

 

Poly Viscose is a washable and stained proof fabric generally used for school 

uniforms  and  children’s  highland  wear. 

 

Teflon Coating 

 

 

At  Houston’s  we  were  the  first  to  Teflon  coat/stain  proof  all  our  tartans,  which  makes  

our kilts and jackets fully protected from rain and stains. The fabric is even beer 

proof! The wool has the same handle and is fully breathable, making them safe to 

wear to rugby and football matches. 

We calculate that over the life span of your kilt you will save approximately £180 to 

£260, not having to get your kilt dry cleaned as often. This also helps the 

environment. The Teflon coating lasts a minimum of 18 dry cleans. 
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Samples and Swatches 

If you would like a sample or swatch of tartan we offer these free of charge to 

customers. If you live locally there will be no charge for postage. If you live overseas 

there will be a charge of £5.00 GBP for postage as we ship thousands overseas. If 

you  proceed  to  order  from  Houston’s  this  amount  will  be  deducted  from  your  final  

cost. We would also suggest that if a colour has already been chosen for the theme 

of a wedding e.g. if the colour pink has been chosen for the bridesmaids dresses it is 

helpful to bring a sample of the fabric into the store when inquiring about hiring or 

buying for the event. This allows  Houston’s  to  show  you  the  best  coordinating  tartans  

and furthermore, give you the option to have ties made to coordinate with your 

chosen colours.  

 

The Reputable Mills 

At  Houston’s  we  tailor  our  kilts  from  pure  wool  tartans  woven  by  Scotland’s  top  

quality, reputable mills. We have all mass produced tartans by Lochcarron, House of 

Edgar, Strathmore, Bute Mill, Martin Mills, Batley & Dalgleish in 250 swatch book 

forms available to view in store. 

 

Kilt Yardage 

The  traditional  8  yard  kilt  is  the  standard  measure  of  gents’  kilts.  The  kilt  sits  high on 

the waist, a couple of inches above the hip bone. This would be worn for formal 

occasions, and it is recommended that the 8 yard kilt be woven in a 17oz heavy 

weight fabric as this sits and swings better when worn. Some  men’s  kilts  are  still  

woven in 6 yards of cloth however 8 yards is the standard measurement for gents. 6 

yard  kilts  are  now  more  commonly  made  for  women’s  kilts.   
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Jackets 

 

PRINCE CHARLIE 

Prince Charlie jackets are worn to dress occasion such as 

black tie dinners, balls, graduations and weddings. It is 

traditionally worn with a 3 button waistcoat with a black bow 

tie and a white standard or wing collar pleat front shirt. 

Alternatively it can be worn with a plain black or white front 

shirt, with double cuff and cufflinks. 

The Prince Charlie jacket traditionally comes with shiny 

buttons and the silver wear to match however; antique 

buttons and silver wear have of late become more popular.  

The jacket is more popularly worn with a spread bat wing shirt 

or a standard collar, plain front shirt in white or black with a 

plain or tartan ruche cravat. It can be worn with either a 3 or a 

5 button waistcoat however; we recommend a 3 button 

waistcoat with tartan ruches.  

Prince Charlie jackets must be worn with dress sporrans and 

black or off white kilt hose or tartan hose. We strongly 

recommend you wear a belt and buckle as if you take your 

waist coast and jacket off for dancing you will not be 

properly dressed without a belt and buckle. Therefore 

we offer this as an option. 

A ruche tie should NOT be worn with a small wing collar 

shirt as the wings are too small. 

Please Note: We do have some dark navy jackets with 

shiny buttons that look best with modern, dark, navy 

tartans to be worn with navy or off white kilt hose.  



26 | P a g e  
© Houston Traditional Kiltmakers 2013 

ARGYLL OR BRAEMARS 

 

The Argyll or Braemar are general jackets for any occasion, 

with shiny, antique or black button options. They are suitable 

for weddings, dinners, balls, graduations, christenings, burns 

suppers, highland games, ceildhies, garden parties, funerals 

and general day wear.   

Both can be worn with a plain tie or tartan tie (with or without 

a waist coat) or for evening wear with a bow tie (with or 

without a waist coat). With a ruche cravat a five button waist 

coat must be worn. 

 

     Argyll 

 

 

Argyll or Braemar can be worn with a black or white plain front 

shirt with a double cuff and cufflinks, with ruches or long ties. Bow 

ties must be worn with a pleat, front wing or standard collar shirt 

depending on the occasion. Ruche cravats worn with plain, 

standard or spread wing shirts must be worn with a waistcoat. 

Dress or semi dress sporrans can be worn or alternatively for a 

day event a leather sporran can be worn. Either black, off white, 

tartan or coordinating colour hose should be worn with your outfit. 

 

         

         

Braemar  
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TWEED BRAEMAR 

These jackets are for day/casual events, weddings, 

highland games, funerals, etc. Jackets should be worn 

with plain, tweed or tartan ties or ruche cravats, with 

optional five button waistcoat. 

For some weddings spread bat wing shirts can be worn 

with a ruche cravat. We recommend you wear a semi 

dress, day or dress sporran depending on your shirt and 

tie option. When choosing your hose you must pick a 

colour similar to that of your jacket for example you may 

choose grey or black if your shirt and sporran are black. 

Off white hose must NEVER be worn with a tweed 

jacket.  

SHERRIFMUIRS, REGULATION doublets, MONTROSE, KENMORE doublets.  

These should be worn for the same occasions as a Prince Charlie jackets and a 

jabot shirt and cuffs, or a tunic granddad collar shirt or alternatively a spread bat 

wing and ruche cravat. 
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JACOBITE 

     

Jacobite jackets and waistcoats can only be worn with Jacobite shirts. These are 

considered to be casual outfits. 

 

  SPORRANS 

  

Day           Semi Dress  Dress           Specialist Fur 

 

For general dress occasions a semi dress or dress sporran should be worn for day 

wear either a day or semi dress sporran. 

Your sporran should always be centred on the front of the kilt. The only exception to 

this is when dancing with a partner. The sporran should then be worn to the side 

upon the hip so not to damage a ladies dress. 

 



29 | P a g e  
© Houston Traditional Kiltmakers 2013 

SGIAN DUBH 

 

Sgian dubhs are to be placed in outside of right sock, showing only one inch 

of the sgian dubh. When entering company, raise the sgian dubh to about 

two inches above the top of the sock. This is to show that you are still partly 

armed when everyone sees you. There after you should once again conceal 

your sgian dubh so only one inch is visible. 

 

 

 

HOSE 

   

 

 

 

When choosing hose you are best to select a colour that complements and 

coordinates with the tartan or jacket. Traditional colours are off white, black or navy. 

Grey should be worn with a grey tweed jacket. 
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GARTER FLASHES 

 

Garter flashes are used to keep your socks up. However; in olden days showing your 

tie or flash symbolised a single status letting ladies know you were available. 

Flashes that were tucked away were symbolic of married men and men who were 

courting.  

 

PLAIDS 

 

           

 

Shoulder plaids can be worn with dress jackets for weddings. They can be worn for 

photos then removed and put on top of the top table or cake table for decoration. 

Piper plaids must only be worn with Montrose or piper doublets. 
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DRESS CODE  

Suggested dress code by De Bretts should be 

included on the bottom of invitations, as both ladies 

and gentleman will want to dress in accordance 

with your suggested dress code. This will often be 

dependent on the wedding venue. It should be 

noted on the invitation if you wish ladies to wear a 

hat.  Below  is  a  description  of  men’s  dress. 

Highlandwear: either; day, day/tweed, dress, 

black tie/evening wear or white tie. 

OR 

Morning Wear: We suggest not mixing morning 

wear with highland wear. Therefore; if you wear 

morning wear you should incorporate a tartan tie, 

ruche or hanky to pull together your outfit and 

coordinate it with the other guests wearing 

highland wear. 

OR 

Lounge Suits 

OR 

Black Tie, is either Highland Wear or Black 

Evening Suits 

OR 

Smart Casual 

BEST MAN DUTIES 

Best man duties include looking after the groom 

before, during and after the wedding. Duties also include organizing the hires of 

outfits for the groomsmen. This includes fittings, collection and return of hires, etc.  
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TOP TIPS ON WEARING A KILT 

Houston Kiltmakers is one of the only hire companies that 

personally check and fit your complete hire outfit. When you 

come  into  the  shop  to  collect  you’re  outfit,  you  are  more  

than welcome to use one of our changing rooms to try it on. 

One of our staff members will show you where everything is 

assisting you any way we can. Customers will put on their 

shirt; socks, shoes and kilt, then a staff member will put on 

the rest for you, showing you where the sporran, sgian 

dubh, flashes, kilt pin, and other accessories should sit. We 

will make sure you are 100% satisfied with the look and fit 

of  your  outfit.  At  Houston’s  we  carry  everything  in  store  so  

change  over’s,  are  a  quick  process,  compared  to  many  

other hire shops that leave you to it. 

Below are useful tips and hints. 

 

1. Put your socks on first; make sure ribs on socks are running vertical and not 

twisted. Top of socks should be parallel and same length. Put the garter 

flashes on socks to the outside of your leg, making sure there is a three to 

four inch gap between the top of the socks and bottom of the kilt. About one 

inch below the knee is an ideal resting point for the top of your socks.  
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2. Put your sgian dubh down the right leg of your sock. If you are left handed it 

can be worn down your left leg.  

 
 

3. Put your ghillie brogue shoes on, twist the laces three to four times and take 

round back of the calf. Return them to the front of your shin about 2/3 of the 

way up and tie in a normal bow quite firmly and show to the front or side as 

preferred. If you find the laces are constantly slipping down and becoming 

loose then wrap them lower down your leg or round your ankle a couple of 

times. 

 
 

 

4. Put on your shirt making sure any creases are ironed out, and put your 

cufflinks on. 
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5. Make sure the kilt pin is on the front apron only, on the 

fringed side of your kilt about two inches from the bottom 

and side of the fringe. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Put your kilt on making sure it is a good fit and it sits well up (about one and a 

half inches above the hip bone). Then look at the front apron and make sure 

the centre line is down the middle of the kilt so it is well balanced with pleats 

to the back. When looking in the mirror the kilt should be in an A shape with 

the sides well balanced. 

 

 

7. Clip the chain strap onto the sporran, then put the chain 

strap through the kilt belt loops and fasten your sporran at 

the back of the kilt. Make sure the sporran is centred to front 

apron as shown by the arrow positioned in the image (right), 

positioned about four to five inches below the top of the kilt. 

You can rest the chain strap on top of the kilt buckles if you 

wish. This will secure the sporran a bit better. 

 

 

8. Then put the belt and buckle on covering the chain strap. We recommend 

jacket wearing a belt as if you remove your jacket and waistcoat during an 

event the outfit will look bare, so we include a belt with all our hires. Check 

that the belt buckle is about one to two inches above the sporran. 
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9. Put on your waistcoat, then jacket. Make sure the jacket is fitting 

square on, with the waistcoat buttons, tie, sporran, buckle and 

kilt centre line all straight up and down. If driving to a venue, we 

advise that you hang the jacket up in the back and put it on 

when you get out the car. Try not to drive with your jacket on as 

it may crease.  

 
 
 

10. If you are wearing a shoulder plaid, fasten under your left hand jacket lapel 

and fasten with plaid brooch onto jacket only.  
 

 

11. Finally put on your tie, bow, ruche or standard tie. 

 

 
 

12. Make sure you have a dram in your sporran flask and have an optional sprig 

of heather for your button hole.  
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Final Useful Information

 

On request we can send one of our highly trained staff members to your hotel or 

house on the morning of the wedding to help you and your party get dressed. Terms 

and conditions apply; hotel or house location must be within forty miles of the shop 

and at least two months notice should be given (price available on request). At 

Houston’s  we  provide  the  highest  level  of  quality service which is well worth it for the 

most important day of your life. 

Owner  of  Houston’s  Ken  MacDonald  has  had  his  own  kilt  for  over  30  years  and  it  is  
well maintained due proper care and storage. 

For further information on tartans as well as advice on what to wear and how to wear 
it please view our helpful video clips at www.kiltmakers.com/tv/ 



How To Order

Phone: Call us anytime between 09:00 and 17:30 GMT to give your order personally to a highland wear expert or if you have any questions on 
0141 889 4879 or overseas +44(0)141 889 4879 or from USA/Canada 01144 141 889 4879 or Freephone 0800 072 0386 (UK only) 
Outside these hours you can leave a message on our answering service with your name, address & telephone number and we will call you 
back. Ken Macdonalds personal mobile phone UK on 07932 112439,  7 days a week 7am to 22.00 hrs GMT.

Fax: Fax us anytime, 24 hours a day on 0141 889 4879 or international +44 (0)141 889 4879
Email: Email us anytime, 24 hours a day at shop@kiltmakers.com or order through our website at: www.kiltmakers.com 

(We have a safe secure server for credit card details).
Post: Send your completed order form to:

Houston Kiltmakers, 67 High Street, Paisley, Renfrewshire, PA1 2AY, Scotland. UK
Payment: We accept all credit and debit cards

American Express Visa Mastercard / Mastro Diners Club Delta Connect
Switch Style Postal Orders Cheque Bankers Draft/Transfer
Please write your name, home address on the back of your cheque.  We only charge £100 to your credit card as a deposit until the 
Highland outfit is complete and we will charge the balance on dispatch of your goods. We are delighted to accept orders from anywhere 
in the world. You may contact us by Post, Phone, Fax, Email.

Delivery: Domestic Shipments are all fully insured
Stock Service goods delivery within 1-2 working days, £10.00 postage for any address within the UK mainland;  Highlands & 
Islands 2-4 days, £20;  Northern Ireland 2-4 days, £20.
For any order over £2000, delivery is free in the UK.
IF GOODS ARE OUT OF STOCK we will advise you.NOTE: On made to order goods delivery can vary from 3 to 6 weeks we will advise delivery times. We can also arrange courtesy 
loan kilts or full hires if required, details on request. (Hires are free but customer pays postage both ways.) This is all part of our service. ADJUSTMENTS Some times minor adjustments are 
required if you call customer service we can advise how to fix or adjust.(sometimes they can easily be fixed by customers themselves) Goods can be returned to us, we will 
adjust & post to customers. NOTE: Customers must pay postage for goods to paisley. We will pay postage returning goods back to the customer if in the UK, (overseas customers must pay both ways). 
If customers need kilt,refitted ie If they loose or put on weight in years to come we can alter accordingly, or kilts can even be remade. (We will be pleased to give a quote.) GUARANTEES stock 
items, faulty goods, if bought for a present or if wrong size of product we will replace or give refund within 30 days, you must have your receipt for proof of purchase. All
goods have 1 full year guarantee. NOTE: Most of our goods will last for many years. MADE TO ORDER GOODS eg kilts, trousers, jackets. These items are made to your sizes
some times we may have to have a fit on or two to adjust to get to fit you correctly. This is all part of our service.

INTERNATIONAL ORDERS: International Shipments Customers must pay all postage charges and goods are fully insured in transit. 
You may track all parcels via UPS website at www.ups.com or DHL via dhl.com

UK Tax Refunds:
Value Added Tax (VAT) refunds can be given to customers outside the European Community & Channel Islands, either by visiting our shop or by 
mail order, please call for details or see our website. All orders out with European community will automatically have UK Tax deducted. Please also
note that some countries may or may not charge import duty or tax on delivery on random inspections since 9/11.

Conversions:
Currency conversion and size conversion facilities are available at
our  Internet site.www.kiltmakers.com
After Care
Houstons offer an after care service second to none. If you have any
query, problem, or if your kilt needs any minor adjustment, please
call us and we will be happy to assist you.
Returns Policy/complaints
We will happily alter exchange or refund unsatisfactory goods.
Before you send any goods back, please call to obtain provisional
approval and details of how to pack and return the goods. 
(Customers are responsible for postage, insurance & proof of delivery of return goods to
Houstons).
HOW TO CANCEL AN ORDER You must contact us urgently. STOCK ITEMS
Can be cancelled any time before we despatch. If we have sent them out you can
return non worn goods  with receipt & goods still with all their packaging and we
will give full refund of goods (But no refund on postage). If MADE TO ORDER
GOODS eg kilts, trousers, skirts, waistcoats, jackets. After placing order & you
wish to cancel you must contact us urgently, we will give full refund if the cloth
has not been dispatched, or if cloth is at our kiltmaker you will get a 90% refund
because of handler charge. If cloth has been layed out to cut & started to make
goods we can give a 50% refund. 

Customer Service: 
If you require help with any aspect of your order or need further
information regarding clans, tartans or tartan samples please do
not hesitate to call our friendly staff who will do their upmost to
assist you. (please not prices correct at time of going to print).

Business Hours:
Personal Shoppers are always welcome to visit our shop anytime. 
Open 6 days a week.
Monday to Saturday 9am to 17:30 GMT 
& Open all holiday Mondays 11am to 16:00 GMT

Open late night Monday or Thursdays till 18.30 by appointment only.
Sundays 12am to 16.00 (By appointment only. Must be made 2 - 3 weeks in advance).

How easy is it to get to Houston kiltmakers?:
We get customers coming from all over the U.K. We also get
customers coming from all over the world, if a customer is in
London visiting they can easily get an economy flight to Glasgow
Airport, we are 5 minutes from the airport. Customers find our
map and directions very easy to follow.  Just follow brown road
signs to Paisley Museum, we are opposite museum. Easy car
parking close by.

MAIL ORDER

If you need any
further help

don’t hesitate
to call me.

Designers & Suppliers of
uniforms for

Designers of 

Tartan

Flower of Scotland Tartan

Datapost/By DHL or UPS Fast Express by Air Fully track backed and insured.

Data Post CHANNEL EUROPE USA/CANADA FAR EAST REST OF
by DHL or UPS ISLES WORLD
up to 2 kilos £35 £40 £55 £85 £90
up to 6 kilos £45 £60 £80 £120 £125
delivery time (approx.) 2-3 days 2-3 days 3-5 days 4-5 days 5-6 days

FAST DELIVERY

Via www.interlink-express.com by road or air

UK HIGHLANDS CHANNEL CLOSE FAR AWAY USA
& ISLANDS ISLES EUROPE EUROPE* AIR*

1-2 days 2-4 days 2-4 days 2-4 days 3-5 days 2-4 days

Up to 5kg £10 £20 £40 £20/AIR £35 £40/AIR £55 AIR £80
Up to 10kg £10 £25 £60 £25/AIR £45 £45/AIR £75 AIR £100
Up to 30kg £20 £30 £70 £35/AIR £80 £50/AIR £160 AIR £220

UK Next Day by 1pm - £20 extra UK Returns: Uplift Collection + £25
*Please ask shop for quote as customs clearance charge may apply

48

We are also connected with a local designer
dressmaker, who can make any style of wedding 
gown, dress, skirt or flower girl dress. In tartan silk, 
crepes, satin etc. Made to order.

Wedding gowns from £1,000
Corset dress from £500

Dresses from £400
Skirts from £300

Joyce Young
0141 

LETTER POST (small items) eg Ties, small cost goods.
NOT Tracked or Insured. First Class.

UK EUROPE WORLD
500 gms £10 £10 £12
1 kilo £10 £15 £25
2 kilos £14 £25 £40
delivery time 1-3 days 6-14 days 10-20 days
(approx.)

Telephone 
0141  889  4879
email: shop@kiltmakers.com

Scottish Heather

Kenneth William
MacDonald
Tartan Designer

& Governor

Ken  MacDonald



Designers & Suppliers of
uniforms for

Highland  Wear  and  Tartan  Specialists

Name:

Delivery Address:

County: Country:

Postcode/Zip Code:

Home Tel. No:

Work Tel. No: Fax:

E.Mail No:

Order Date / / Delivery Date / / 

CREDIT 
CARD No:

PURCHASE   ORDER   FORM

HOUSTON TRADITIONAL KILTMAKERS
67 HIGH STREET,  PAISLEY,  RENFREWSHIRE,  PAI 2AY  SCOTLAND  U.K.

TEL: 0141 889 4879 FAX: 0141 889 4879 (24 Hours) INTERNATIONAL +44(0)141 889 4879
E.MAIL: shop@kiltmakers.com  WEB SITE: www.kiltmakers.com

VAT. NO. 263 1138 84

COLLAR CHEST WAIST SEAT INSIDE LEG KILT LENGTH SHOE HAT HEIGHT          AGE WEIGHT

TOTAL
LESS  TAX  IF  OUTWITH  E.C.

BALANCE

DEPOSIT  MINIMUM 25%

+ POST / PACKAGING 
SHIPPING + INSURANCE

BALANCE  TO  PAY
ON  DESPATCH

£ pRef No. Size Qty. 1st Choice
Tartan, Clan 2nd Choice Description

Total         Price

Signature

TRACKING

JACKET

CLOTH

KILT STD F / SUP F

BELT & BUCKLE

SPORRAN

KILT PIN

FLASHES

SGIAN DUBH

SOCKS

SHOES

CUSTOMER CALLED

FOR STAFF USE ONLY

PLEASE  REMEMBER  IT  TAKES  4 TO 6  WEEKS
TO  MAKE  A  KILT

£

£

ORDER NO.

STOCK LOCATION

P L E A S E   G I V E   D E T A I L S   O F   S I Z E   F O R   C O R R E C T   F I T

Special Instructions

Please tick method of payment

VISA MASTERCARD POSTAL ORDER

STYLE AMERICAN EXPRESS CHEQUE

MAESTRO DELTA/CONNECT

START DATE:

EXPIRY DATE:

ISSUE NO:

LAST 4 NOs ON BACK OF CARD:

(Allow 5 days for clearance)

(Sent same day)

Weight 
of

cloth

Kilt Pack Argyle or Prince Charlie, Budget or Top Quality
please delete where applicable

Kilt Super Hand or 
Super Hand Delux Finish

Kilt Basic or Super 
Machine Finish

If you are buying a kilt and have a tartan swatch, please cut in half and post with order.

49

TAX FREE SHOPPING: For customers outwith the European Community goods are priced in U.K. price list
inclusive of V.A.T. at 20% we will automatically deduct the U.K. Tax from value of goods.  When shipping to
countries outwith the E.C.
Customs regulations of your home country may or may not require payment of Import Duty.

UK POSTAGE / PACKING + INSURANCE = £10.00
ORDERS OVER £2000 FREE POSTAGE U.K. ONLY.
24 HOUR DELIVERY AVAILABLE MAINLAND UK FROM £10.00. HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS FROM £20.

(OVERSEAS ORDERS WE MUST CHARGE POSTAGE ON ALL ORDERS SEE PAGE 40 OR WEB SITE FOR CHARGES)

PLEASE TICK FOR :      NORMAL DELIVERY EXPRESS DELIVERY
+ small extra cost

Sgian Dubh Kilt Pin Sporran Belt Socks Shoes Flashes

✃
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