Most popular questions customers ask

1 What is the difference between a Budget & Top Quality Kilt Pack?

Answer Budget Kilt Pack is a basic Poly/Wool Jacket, Basic range of tartans in basic kilt finish, Basic Sporran, Basic Socks, Flashes, Ghillie shoes
with leather uppers & manmade soles. Note: Any part of a Budget outfic can be up graded. You just pay the difference, we strongly recommend upgrading the Kilt
to a Super finish kilt.

Top Quality is all Wool Jacket, 130z medium Kilt choice of 500 Tartans or a 170z Double width 120 popular tartans in a heavy weight
Kilt. Better Sporran, Socks, Kilt Pin, Flashes, Sgian Dubh, Ghille Shoes leather upper & sole and you get a Belt & Buckle.

2 What is the difference in Modern, Ancient, Hunting, Dress & Withered Tartan?

Answer Most Tartans come in:-

Ancient: Soft lighter colours

Modern: Strong dark colours

Hunting: Any of the above tartan usually with lots of green

Dress: Any of the above with lots of white through them

Withered or Muted: A faded and muted washed out dyed colour in any of the above tartan.

3 What Tartan can I wear?

Answer Look at Houston Kiltmakers web site www.kiltmakers.com and go to Tartans anyone can wear and you will find a
tartan databank and a list of Tartans. If not go to name find and you can key in your name which will link to a Sept or affilated
tartan you can wear. e.g. Houston is a Sept of MacDonald so Houston can wear MacDonald
. p Also anyone can wear:- Scottish Heather Spirit of Scotland  Black Watch ﬁﬁ{{@
Y Braveheart  Flower of Scotland  Pride of Scotland Millennium  Scottish National B
(XY (22 Isle of Skye Scotland The Brave
e | All District Tartans e.g. Paisley, Glasgow, Ayrshire etc. Also a range of Irish Tartans, Including

County
Irish National + All 33 Irish Counties Tartans, Airforce tartans and Canadian tartans.
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4 What is the best weight of Kilt?

Answerlloz light weight is fine for children and ladies kilts (some Professional Dancers go for 110z) 11oz is also suitable for

waistcoats and trousers.
130z medium weight is the best. It holds its pleats well, (if in a warm country this will do). Also satisfactory for

waistcoats and trousers.
170z heavy weight is the very best again holds pleats well it hangs and sits better. It’s what all kilts used to be made
long ago. Also if you are big and have a tummy this weight will sit better.

‘What is the difference between Kilt finishes?

Super Hand Finish Kilt
- \ This kilt is all traditionally hand cut and made. The kilt maker spends alot more time preparing the cloth, chalking a marking the tartan before cutting out
the kilt to the exact template. Like any craftsperson the better preparation and time taken, the better the job. 95% of all our 8 yard kilt sales are in super
finish. This kilt has 3 buckles and straps, canvas and lining with 2 belt loops and approimately 23 good knife pleats.
At the back of the top of the kilt pleats there is hardly any stitching to be seen. This kilt takes longer to make due to the pleats being stitched from inside.
Some parts of the kilt, like buckles and straps are machine stitched for added strength. These kilt makers are much older with 25 years experience in the art
of kilt making. This is our Rolls Royce or Savile Row of kilts.
Note-it generally takes an extra 4 to 5 hours to make a super finish kilt and are generally maintanance free.
Delivery time is 4 to 8 weeks, Express service 2 weeks + £50 extra. We highly recommend super finish kilts. You only buy a kilt once in a lifetime, they are
worth the extra as the whole kilt is far more superior made and will last a lifetime.
Standard Hand Finish Kilt
These kilts are traditionally hand cut and made. They do not have as much preparation time spent on the layout. On the back of the kilt you will see
some stitching at the top of the pleats, this gives the kilt an authentic look. With a standard finish kilt there is always running maintainance through
the life of the kilt, like the odd burst stitch which can be easily repaired. We are finding less and less customers going for this finish. This finish is
£60 less (£51 tax free) than a super finish kilt. Delivery time 8 to 10 weeks.
Super Machine Finish Kilt
As the basic machine finish kilt but a lot more time preparing the kilt marking out and cutting out the scallops so the kilt sits and fits a lot better. This is a far better kilt than the basic machine kilt and is worth
the £30 extra. Delivery time 4 to 6 weeks. Express delivery 2 to 3 weeks at £40 extra.
Basic Machine Finish Kilt
We have introduced this basic kilt due to the success of our casual machine made kilts and also the high exchange rate with the pound sterling for our overseas customers. These kilts are all hand cut but fully
machine made, resulting in quicker production. On the back of the kilt at the top of the pleats you see a small line of machine stitching. This is a good value kilt, but not quite The Real McCoy. This finish is
£30 less than the Super machine finish. Delivery time 4 to 6 weeks. Express delivery 2 to 3 weeks at £40 extra. We offer a full range of kilts suitable for any occasion. Generally customers buy a kilt once, to last
a life time. It is used for many different purposes so its important to take time on choosing the correct tartan and type of kilt as it will last a life time and can be passed on as a heirloom. We recommend an 8
yard kilt. We find customers go for the best weight of cloth and best finish as the kilt is theheart of the outfit. It will become an old faithful friend you willhave for life, maturing with age.

6 What is a Selvage Edge?

Answer  Selvage edge on kilts. Small technical note: In the 21st Century the bulk of kilt cloth is still being woven on traditional shuttle looms which gives the proper selvedge edge required in kiltmaking.
This is the cloth edge at the bottom of the kilt which generally is fairly straight and even. There are however occasions when the selvedge edge can finish slightly uneven/wavy, this is your authentic traditional
finish and this can be attributed to several factors. The main cause can more than often be traced to the dyeing process. When dyeing natural wool fibres, one colour may have to have longer in the dye-vat at
extremely high tempratures to ensure colour fastness. Correctness which can result in this colour reaction fractionally different when the woven cloth goes through the washing/drying process, with one colour
shrinking ever so slightly more than another. An excess shrinking of half a percent does not sound very much but this is all that it takes to give a slightly uneven edge. This is something we have to accept to a
degree when the best of natural wools are processed in the traditional manufacture of kilt cloth.

7 Heavy weight 170z Kilts what is the difference on D/W and S§/W prices?

Answer D/W = Double Width 170z Heavy Weight is woven on modern wide machines and produces most
popular 120 tartans more cost effectively at approx 54” Wide. Note: It takes a fully automatic machine 4 to 5 days
to weave a bolt of cloth or 11 kilt lenghts.

/W = Single Width 170z Heavy Weight strome is woven on older narrow machines which produce the
full 750 range of Tartans and are more expensive to weave at the approx 26” wide. They are both the same
weight and quality. It takes a man on a hand loom 11 days to weave a bolt of cloth or 11 kilt lenghts.

8 Is a kilt too warm?

Answer Wool is a natural yarn cool in summer and warm in winter. It can be a bit of a fallacy that a |
170z heavy weight Kilt is warmer than a medium weight kile. It is what you wear on your top half of the
body that makes the difference. A lot of our jackets are lighter weight.

9 Do Pipe Bands get discounts?

Answer Yes. Any band with multiple orders, please contact for further details.

10 How long does it take to make a Kilt?

Answer Normal delivery time is 4 to 8 weeks for a Standard Finish Kilt.
Super Finish takes 4 to 8 weeks. At busier times it may take a bit longer plus shipping time.
Express Service 2 weeks approx, £40 to £50. See staff for more information.




